
SPRING 2022 NEWSLETTER   

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Chronicles 

NIAGARA HISTORICAL SOCIETY  

 March 2: Virtual Lecture, 11 am 

 March 4: Doc Club, 10 am 

 March 11: Doc Club, 10 am 

 March 16: Virtual Lecture, 11 am 

 March 18: Doc Club, 10 am 

 March 25: Doc Club, 10 am 

 March 30: Virtual Lecture, 11 am 

 April 24-30: National Volunteer 
Week 

 May 1: Seasonal Hours begin—
open everyday 10 am - 5 pm 

 May 18: International Museum 
Day (free admission) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All programs and events are subject to 
change. We are monitoring the COVID 

rules and restrictions to determine 
what is allowed. Our online calendar 

will be updated regularly on  
notlmuseum.ca when new events  

are announced. 

 

FROM THE MANAGING DIRECTOR 
 

First off, I would like to say thank you to all of our members who participated in the 
History in the Vineyard event last December! We raised over $1,500 each for both the 
Museum and the Friends of Fort George. Not only were you helping our organizations 
but you were also supporting Ravine Vineyard Estate Winery, The Garrison House and 
Ruffino’s Pasta Bar & Grill! Thank you again to each of these businesses for their  
delicious offerings!  
 
Niagara-on-the-Lake will see significant growth over the next five years and our  
community is confronting many economic and social demands. To address these 
changes, the Board passed our 2021-2025 Strategic Plan last year. The discussions 
around the future-focused goals of the Museum were challenging as we tried to figure 
out how best to continue our current services while also transitioning to new realities 
and future demands.  
 
Our vision is that we become a museum with expanded experiences that connect and 
engage people with the past, being the heritage champion for ALL who value Niagara-
on-the-Lake, its history and culture. We will bring this vision to reality by focusing on 
three strategic priorities:  
 

✓ Reimagine the museum as the beacon of your history  
✓ Extend the museum beyond its walls  
✓ Broaden our civic responsibility as your heritage steward 

 
We are committed to transforming these words 
into reality by establishing an Action Plan that 
provides specific goals with performance 
measures. This Plan will be reviewed at our Board 
meetings and will be reported on at our Annual 
General Meetings. Our actions will implement 
these strategies into spaces, exhibits, and  
programs for you!  We look forward to seeing our 
Museum grow in many ways over the next five 
years! 

- Sarah Kaufman 

http://www.notlmuseum.ca
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We’re Digging for Gardeners! 

As you know we have a wonderful crew of gardeners who  
maintain, plant, nurture and generally love the museum 

grounds,  all year long. We’d love to have a few extra green 
thumbs to add to this great crew. 

 
So, if you love digging in the dirt, please send your details and 

best availability to Babs Worthy: bworthy@nhsm.ca 

mailto:bworthy@nhsm.ca
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President’s Report 
 

Hello Everyone, 
 

What an interesting 2022 it has been so far.  As things 
are starting to open up, I have mindfully started adding 
new activities to my day. In February, I finally got to visit 
the NOTL Museum’s “Photographic Memory” exhibit.  
What a great walk through history! I loved the  
interactive aspect of the displays, including the video. I 
also appreciated how the exhibit included old and new 
pictures.  Overall, it was great to visit the town ‘back in 
the day’. 

Volunteer 
Awards  
2021 
 
Each year we nominate 6  
volunteers for the Ontario  
Volunteer Service Awards,  
beginning with 5 years of  
service. The following  
volunteers were nominated  
in 2021, and a virtual  
ceremony is being held in 
March 2022. They will receive 
pins and certificates for their 
years of service by mail:  
 
David Livett – 10 years  
Lorraine Joyner – 10 years  
Elizabeth Surtees – 10 years  
Jolanta Janny – 5 years  
Geoff Senson - 5 years 
Elizabeth Senson - 5 years 
 
Thank you to the 2021 award 
recipients and to our many  
volunteers, who are the  
backbone of the Niagara  
Historical Society and the  
NOTL Museum!!  

While at the museum, I renewed my membership (I  
opted for the dual enhanced, which will provide me with 
passes for friends and family), and took the opportunity 
to do a little shopping.  My home library is well stocked 
on history books.  So far, I have enjoyed ‘Off to Paradise 
Grove’, and ‘The Underground Railroad: Next Stop,  
Toronto!’.  Next up is Niagara-on-the-Lake a History in 
Images. 
 

I am looking forward to warmer days.  You might see me 
under the tent in the museum courtyard…. If so, please 
drop by to say hi! 
 

Take care, Mona Babin 
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2021 Donors 
Anna Calleja 
Anne Solomatenko 
Aramis Francescut 
Beckie Fox 
Betty Disero 
Bianca Sorrenti 
Blair Harber 
Bo Fusek 
Brandon Carter 
Brett Flynn 
Brock Sansom 
Bruce Gitelman 
Cameron Calder 
Carol Heath 
Carol Hodges 
Carol McIntosh 
Carol Perrin 
Caroline Gill 
Catherine Jevons 
Cathleen Mee 
Cecilia Morgan 
Chris Stark 
Christine Goldrup 
Christopher De Foa 
Claudette Young 
Craig & Sue Tallman 
Craig Martin 
D. Trivett 
Dale Grishkewich 
Dave Ponzo 
David & Faye House 
David Bell 
David Hemmings 
David Kucharic 
Debi Pratt 
Deborah Paine 
Diane McKenzie 
Donald Hendry 
Donald Milner 
Donald Chambers 
Donna Francescut 
Duncan Montgomery 
Edith Baker 
Edward Rumble 
Eileen Hanna 
Eileen Stark 
Elizabeth Clarke 
Elizabeth Masson 
Elizabeth Oliver-Malone 

PHOENIX CIRCLE 
Cindy & Mike Hansen 
David & Faith Bell 
Dennis Kam 
Donald Combe 
Geoffrey & Lorraine Joyner 
James & Betty Knight 
Janet James 
Janet Lamb 
John & Judith Sayers 
Richard Merritt 
Thomas Klotzbach 
 
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 
Cal & Marilyn Cochrane 
Carol Hutchinson 
Charlotte Lewis 
David Hemmings 
David Murray & Elizabeth Surtees 
Gail Lord 
Geoffrey & Lorraine Joyner 
Ingrid Regier 
James & Betty Knight 
Jim Armstrong 
Joan & Larry Bourk 
John & Cheryl Maloney 
John & Judith Sayers 
Joy Rogers 
Mario Ferrara & Annabel Kennedy 
Mona Babin 
Robert Sears 
Rona Gray & Ted Rumble 
Sarah & Chris Kaufman 
Tony Chisholm 

 
SPONSORSHIP 
St. Davids and District Lions Club 
 

GENERAL 
Abigail Quesnelle 
Albert Davey 
Alexander Topps 
Amanda Howe 
Amy Klassen 
Andrea Kaiser 
Andrew  Leonard 
Andrew Maloney 
Ann Marie Lorenc 

Eric Courville 
Erika and Jim Alexander 
Ev Sullivan 
Floyd Dale 
Frank Grimshaw 
Gail Santsche 
George Webber 
Gordon Stratford 
Graeme Adams 
Greg Fedoryn 
Greg Taylor 
Greg Virelli 
Gwen Spencer 
Heather Arnott 
Helen Bezuyen 
Howard Jones 
Howel Giles 
Ian Hamilton 
Irene Bader 
James Clare 
James Reynolds 
Jan & Ron Ashenhurst 
Jane Kierans 
Jason Clements 
Jennifer Fox 
Jennifer Voss 
Jewell Betts 
Jim McArthur 
Joan Dinnin 
Joanne Dow 
Jocelyne Arnott 
John & Cheryl Maloney 
John & Judith Sayers 
John Kaloyanides 
John Kemp-Welch 
Joseph Henriques 
Josie D’Amico 
Joyce Serratore 
Judy Snyder 
Judy Thornton 
Judy Trapasso 
Karen Wood 
Kathy Macpherson 
Kathy Taylor 
Kelly Riley 
Ken Gansel 
Kevin Smith 
Kim Elltoft 
Lauren & Vaughn Goettler 
Lauren Angle 
Laurie Reid 
Leonard McClelland 
Leslie Payne-Zimmer 
Linda Spencer 

Lois Chapman 
Loretta Pietrobon 
Lori Beak 
Lorraine Joyner 
Louanne Lynch 
Louise Leyland 
Luba & Warren Fraser 
Margaret Ferguson 
Margaret Teare 
Margot Devlin 
Margot Hickson 
Marguerite Cote 
Maria Powers 
Marie-Claude Prefontaine 
Marilyn Davis 
Marilyn Shepherd 
Marlene Masales 
Martin Quick 
Mary & Michael Greco 
Maurice Laroche 
Michael Breen 
Michael Alexander 
Michelle & John Scott 
Mike James 
Missy Beauchamp 
Mona Babin 
Monique Valentini 
Nancy Bailey 
Nancy Berkhout 
Nancy Macri 
Nancy Nichols 
Nathalie Giroux 
Natu Chirva 
Nick Clemens 
Norm & Jo Bouchard 
Olivia Mollica 
Pam Sterling 
Patricia Atherton 
Patricia Klotz 
Patricia Knipe 
Paul Rogers 
Peggy Walker 
Peter Cherwonogrodzky 
Peter McKinley 
Rene Bertschi 
Rene Coxworthy 
Rhonda Marquis 
Rhys Beak 
Richard Coyne 
Richard Deyholos 
Richard James 
Richard Liptrap 
Richard Meloen 
Richard Osborn 



Spring 2022 

Page 5 

Richard Staz 
Robert Bader 
Robert Briggs-Jude 
Robert Knight 
Robert McCaughey 
Robert Salvian 
Robert Trask 
Roberta Corcoran 
Robin Sellar 
Ron Newman 
Ron Simkus 
Ronnie Roberts 
Roselyn Stratford 
Rudy & Dorothea Enns 
Sandy Dunn 
Sarah Kaufman 
Scott Langill 
Shannon Murphy 
Shari Hartwick 
Sharry Flett 
Sheryl Armstrong 
Sheryl Christensen 
Shilpa Mehta-Jones 
Stephen Shinn 
Steven Millward 
Stewart Hall 
Sue-Ann Ramsden 
Susan Foster 
Susan MacDonald 
Susan Murray 
Susan Riddle 
Susan Welstead 
Susanne Woerthle 
Sylvia Kaptein 
Ted Little 
Thomas Bourk 
Thomas Harrison 
Timothy Taylor 
Tony Chisholm 
Tony Hendriks 
Trish Finn 
Trudi Watson 
Valerie Kirkconnell 
Verne Chant 
Vicki Whitlock 
Vince Marcogliese 
Virginia Medland 
Vladimir Haltigin 
Wendy Cheropita 
Wesley Turner 
Yolanda Henry 
 

NEW LIFE MEMBERS 
Ben Buholtz & Jodey Porter 
Don & Victorine Beddage 
Don George 
Doug & Kathleen Keller-Hobson 
Glenn Walker 
Graham Bailey 
James O'Connor 
Robert W. Sears 
Sherry L. Spark 
Virginia Medland Green 
 

MEMORIAM 
 
In Memory of Diane Hemmings 
Amy Klassen 
Anne and Victor Solomatenko 
Anonymous 
Barbara Worthy 
Bev Alldridge 
Current Affairs Group  
David Hemmings 
Denae Wunderle, Tucker Ellis LLP 
Diana Ash 
Douglas Kiefer & Grazyna Bergman 
Elizabeth Senson 
Gail Martin 
Garron Wells 
Geoffrey & Lorraine Joyner 
Helen Arsenault 
Irene & Robert Bader 
Jane Chapell 
Jean & Nicholas Newmann 
John & Judith Sayers 
Julian & Alice Rance 
Lois Murray 
Loretta Pietrobon 
Margaret Hooke 
Margaret Ludwig 
Marie Gillespie 
Mary Striker 
Music Niagara Board of Directors 
Norma & Bruce Richardson 
NOTL Horticultural Society  
Peggy Walker 
Richard Merritt 
Sandy Hirstern 
Sarah & Chris Kaufman 
Sheila Hill 
Sherry Vaughan 
Susan Meek 
Ted Rumble 
Terry & Ruth Boulton 
Thomas Chick 

In Memory of Jean Cushing 
Anonymous 
Deborah Cushing 
 
In Memory of Lenore Morrison 
Garron Wells 
 
In Memory of William Fedorkow 
Guy Fedorkow 
 

IN KIND 
Amy Klassen 
Ann Judd 
Anne & Victor Solomatenko 
Betsy Masson 
Brandon Carter 
Davey Tree Expert Company 
David & Faith Bell 
David Hemmings 
David Murray & Elizabeth Surtees 
Dawn & Bob Thompson 
Deanna McDonald 
Doug & Pat Klotz 
Doug Rempel 
Elizabeth Oliver-Malone 
Gail Santsche 
Geoffrey & Lorraine Joyner 
Gus Calderone & Nancy Macri 
Irene & Robert Bader 
Isabelle Parliament 
Janet Guy 
Jean Baker 
John & Judith Sayers 
Lorraine Busbridge 
Lou Fedorkow 
Marcey Leggett 
Marsha Howe 
Nancy J. Nichols 
Paul & Ginny Green 
Peggy Hooke 
Richard Merritt 
Robert & Sabina Knight 
Sally Mitchell 
Shawna Butts 
Shirley Stark 
Stewart Hall 
Sue West 
Suzanne Hebert 
Terry Boulton 
Tony Chisholm 
Trudi Watson 
Wes Turner 
 
 

COLLECTIONS 
Chris Allen 
Debi Pratt 
Dory Fowler 
G. Miller 
Geoffrey Joyner 
Greaves Jams & Marmalades 
Hennie Haines 
Inez MacKenzie 
Jane McCulloch 
Joel Bottum 
John & Judith Sayers 
Kathleen Clark 
Louise Howe 
Lynda Tanaka 
Marsha Howe 
Mary Snider 
Niagara Foundation 
Paul Price 
Peter Babcock 
Roman Baraniecki    
Susan Pohorly 
 

PLANNED GIVING  
PLEDGES 
Anonymous 
David Servos & Daniel Lockwood 
Elizabeth Masson 
Geoffrey & Lorraine Joyner 
Glen & Elaine Servos 
Judith & John Sayers 
Judy Thornton 
 
When planning your estate 
remember the Niagara  
Historical Society.   
Contact us to learn more  
about different planned  
giving options. 
 

ENDOWMENT FUNDS 
Linda and Ron Fritz Niagara  

Historical Society Endowment 
Fund 

NOTL Museum Fund at the  
Niagara Community  
Foundation 
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New Acquisition 
 

Here at the NOTL Museum we actively collect items about the diverse  
history of NOTL and its communities. A great artifact that recently came into 
the collection is this WWII aviator cap, worn by Norm Howe during his  
service in the Royal Air Force. Howe flew 90 combat missions over France, 
Netherlands, and Belgium, and took part in the Dieppe Raid.  
 

As many of you are aware, we will be undergoing a planned expansion and 
renovation in the next few years.  A part  of this project will include a  
brand new collection storage area, renovation of our current collection 
spaces, and mobile shelving, to provide appropriate storage for the  
collection.   
 
The growth and improvement of our storage spaces will allow us to continue 
collecting our town's remarkable history as well as preserve items like Norm 
Howe's aviation cap for generations to come.  
 

But while renovations are happening, the collection cannot stay at the Museum. We need to relocate around 50,000 
items temporarily off-site. This is quite a task because packing a museum collection is not like packing up a house.  
 

We must ensure that items are inventoried and their location tracked. Each item needs to have an updated  
photograph and be inspected before it leaves the museum. In some cases, new packaging and custom boxes need to 
be created.   
 

In the coming months, we will be training a volunteer crew to help us pack the collection. So, if the opportunity to  
handle some of our town’s and our nation’s most treasured history is of interest to you, please send me an email  
expressing your interest!  

- Shawna Butts (sbutts@nhsm.ca) 

Digitization Project Discoveries 

UPDATES ON THE NOTL MUSEUM COLLECTION 

Another group of items that produced interesting research were images of the Niagara Navigation Company’s ships. 
The first ship of the Niagara Navigation Company was the Chicora. This ship transported passengers from Toronto to 

Continued on page 7… 

I am now four months into the digitization project. I am currently  
working through the large item cabinets which contain maps of  
Niagara-on-the-Lake and art pieces. Every day I am finding interesting 
items that add to my knowledge of Niagara-on-the-Lake. 
 
This month I have digitized a collection of records from the Niagara 
Electrical Company, mostly from 1908, that focus on the new power 
transmission line. There are time cards for the employees, receipts for 
material shipments and letters about new street lights. The photo on 
the left shows what electric street lights were offered to the Town in 
1915. 
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Packing the  
Collection 
 
Hi all! My name is Katie, and since 
December I have been working as 
the Packing Coordinator, through a 
Young Canada Works – Building  
Careers in Heritage Internship. In 
this role, I have begun the process of 
packing our small object collection in 
preparation to be moved offsite. The  
process is not quite the same as  
packing your house for a move – we 
must carefully consider each object’s 
condition and needs, and how to 
best support them to minimize the 
risk of damage in transit. In many 
cases, this means creating custom 
mounts and supports.  

 
One such group of objects that required special care were these five paper-mâché headpieces created by Chris Allen 
for the play “Christmas in the Marketplace.” Founded by Calvin Rand and Brian Doherty, the Court House Players 
mounted this play in 1962.  The success of these productions led to the founding of the Shaw Festival the following 
year. The headpieces consist of an inner wire frame with polychrome paper-mâché on the exterior. Due to flaking, 
cracking, and paint loss on the outer layer, it was very important to limit movement and surface contact.  
 
A custom inner mount was created for each headpiece, made of carved Ethafoam padded out with polyester batting, 
and covered with Tyvek to ensure all contact points had a smooth surface that would not lead to further damage.  
Similar supports were made for parts of the headpieces that extended out. Each headpiece also got a three-part box 
custom made to the appropriate size, which consists of a bottom tray, separate walls, and a lid to allow for easy  
removal without having to reach far down into the box.  
 
Designing and creating these mounts was both fun and challenging, and certainly put my problem-solving skills to the 
test! I love working hands-on with the collections and preventative conservation, and I am excited to be continuing this 
work through the end of March.  

Niagara and Lewiston. However, it was originally designed to operate as a freighter transporting goods from South  
Carolina to England. The ship was purchased by Toronto investors in 1867, then spent many years operating on the 
Great Lakes before being converted to a passenger steamer in 1878. It was used to transport passengers until 1920. 
 
I have also created a presentation around the Niagara Apothecary items from our collection. There are many product 
labels and bottles as well as documents pertaining to the restoration of the Apothecary building in our collection. If you 
can not attend the presentation on March 2nd, hopefully you can watch the recording! 

-Katelynn Best 

...Continued from page 6 



CONTACT US: Niagara-on-the-Lake Museum 
43 Castlereagh Street, PO Box 208 
Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON L0S 1J0 
Phone: 905-468-3912  |  Fax: 905-468-1728 

contact@nhsm.ca 

Visit us at www.notlmuseum.ca 
 
 
   

NIAGARA HISTORICAL SOCIETY  

MUSEUM HOURS  (WINTER) 

THURSDAY TO MONDAY, 1 PM TO 5 PM 
 

The Museum is closed: New Year’s Day, Good Friday, Easter  
Sunday, Thanksgiving, Closed December 18 - 31. 

@NOTLMuseum  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Mona Babin, President 
George Webber, Vice President 
Ted Rumble, Treasurer 
Alexander Topps, Secretary 
Paul Harber 
Jim McArthur 
Judy Thornton 
Tim Johnson 
Stewart Hall 
Ben Buholtz 
Sandra Aversa 
Allan Bisback- Town Rep 

 
HONORARY LIFE SUPPORTERS 
Joy Ormsby 
Dr. Richard Merritt 
Christopher Allen 
Robert Knight 
Nancy Butler 

Sarah Kaufman  
Managing Director/Curator 
skaufman@nhsm.ca 
 

GENEROUS SUPPORT FROM: 

www.notlmuseum.ca 

Amy Klassen 
Director of Finance & Marketing 

aklassen@nhsm.ca 
 

NHS Mission Statement 
We are a team of staff & volunteers that passionately collects, preserves, researches,  
educates and promotes the history of Niagara-on-the-Lake and its communities. We  
inspire an appreciation of local history through engaging programs and exhibitions. 

Shawna Butts 
Assistant Curator &  
Educational Programmer 
sbutts@nhsm.ca  

STAFF 

Barbara Worthy 
Visitor & Member  
Services Assistant 
bworthy@nhsm.ca 

MEMBERSHIP DUES 
due in January each year 
New rates as of January 1, 2022 
 
Individual: $35 
Individual Enhanced: $50 
Dual: $60 
Dual Enhanced: $85 
Student: $15 
Individual Life: $300 
Couple Life: $500 
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